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LIST OF DATES AND SYNOPSIS

Hon'ble Court will have observed that in recent
years there has been a spate of big-sized, full-
page and half-page advertisements placed in newspapers
by different Ministries of the Central Government

as well Dby the State Governments, ostensibly for
projecting the image of politicians, utilising
occasions of various types such as commemoration

of a departed leader, encouraging rural handicrafts,
opening of a new bridge or road or railway
connection, or laying foundation-stone of building,
etc, These big-sized advertisements are quite
frequently Dbeing placed in newspapers, 4in different

languages, all over the country.

Petitioner feels that projecting the image of

the politicians, whose photographs are also
prominently displayed in these advertisements, and
of their political parties, is obviously the

sole purpose of these big=-sized advertisement., If,
for instance, people have to be 4invited to the
function of a foundation-laying ceremony or a
bridge opening ceremony this purpose can well

be served by sending invitations or even through
beat of drums in the area where the ceremony

has to be performed, instead of placing advertise-
ment, related to the event, displayed 1n newspapers
in other parts of the country. Government al
functioning and achievements can, where necessary,

be projected through medium of radio and TV.

Petitioner has secured information that each

full=page advertisement (black and white) in
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a widely circulated newspaper costs about

ks 6,00 lakh to R 8,00 1lakh ( advertisement printed
in colour costs upto about & 15.00 lakh), and
half-page advertisement costs about 8 4,00 1lakh

to R 5.00 1lakhe On certain days 2 to 3

such full=-page, half-page advertisements appear

in newspaperse. Total number of advertisements of
various sizes which appeared in three newspapers

of Delhi in, one week, were 18 ( details furnished

on top of "each of the A to K)e. These 18
advertisements of various sizes total wupto 12 full-
page advertisements, Taking the total of 12 full-
page advertisements appearing in one week, in three
newspapers, the average comes to four full=-page
advertisements in one newspaper in a week.

Assuming that there are only 500 newspapers and
magazines in the country, printed in wvarious
languages, which 4is obviously a conservative figure,
the average total of full=-page advertisements of
this nature appearing in one year will be 4 x 500 x
50 (approximate number of weeks 4in a year) = 200 x
500 = 1,00,000, Cost of full=page advertisement in
newspaper of wide circulation ranging from Rs 6,00 1lakh
to R 8,00 lakh, even 1f we take the average cost of
Rs 2,00 1lakh, the total expenditure on 1,00,000 full-
page advertisements will be & 2,00,000 x 1,00,000

= Rs 2000 crores. This much cost is incurred by
the Centre and States with the primary purpose apparently
to project the image of politicians and their parties,
Petitioner feels that such action on the part of Central
Government and State Governments amounts in

fact misutilisation of public funds which can

be more gainfully utilised for betterment of
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life of the people,

nnexures The attached Annexures A to K are photo=-copies
A to K of such advertisements which appeared in about
one week in November, 2002, some of them in
colour. Relevant details including the number

of times particular advertisements appeared, have

been typed on the op of each Annexures.

Petitioner has felt that in dealing with this
matter there 1is no alternative excepting to

approach the Hon'ble Court with the prayer that
directions may be 4issued to the Central Government
to initiate steps to determine as to how this

type of expenditure can best be minimised in
relation to the Central Government as well as

the State Governments, and that initiative should
be taken by the Central Government to also
persuade the State Governments to take appropriate
steps., Petitioner has named only one Respondent

in the Petition, namely, the Secretary of the

Union Ministry of Information and Broadcasting, under
which Directorate of Audio Visual Publicity functions,
instead of ©burdening the file also with Respondent s
of State Governments along with any other Ministries

of the Central Government.

Hence this Writ Ppetition.

AXXXX XXX



IN THE SUPREME COURT OF INDIA ' 1

CIVIL EXTRAORDINARY JURISDICTION

WRIT PETITION (CIVIL) NO . OF 2002,

In the matter of

COMMON CAUSE
( A Registered Society)

A=31,
New

West End,
Delhi = 110021

through 4its Director ‘
shri He De. Shourie. eee PETITIONERS.

Union

Versus

of India,

Ministry of Information and Broadcasting,
Shastri Bhawan,

New Delhi = 11001

through its Secretarye.

To

MOST
1.

under

PETITION UNDER ARTICLE 32 OF THE
CONSTITUTION OF INDIA FOR ISSUANCE OF

A WRIT IN THE NATURE OF CERTIORARI

AND/OR MANDAMUS AND/OR ANY OTHER

DIRECTION, DIRECTING THE UNION OF INDIA

IN THE MINISTRY OF INFORMATION AND
BROADCASTING TO DETERMINE THE STEPS

THAT CAN BE TAKEN TO CHECK PROFLIGACY

IN THE PLACEMENT OF BIG-SIZED ADVERTISEMENTS
IN THE NEWSPAPERS FOR PROJECTING THE

IMAGE OF POLITICIANS AND OF POLITICAL
PARTIES, WHICH IS BEING EXTENSIVELY DONE
BY DIFFERENT MINISTRIES OF THE GOVERNMENT
OF INDIA AND ALSO BY THE STATE GOVERNMENTS,
INVOLVING HUGE AMOUNTS OF GOVERNMENTAL
EXPENSES OF THE CENTRAL GOVERNMENT AND THE
STATE GOVERNMENTS, WHICH CaN BE UTILISED
TO GREATER ADVANTAGE FOR IMPROVEMENT OF
LIVING CONDITIONS OF THE PEOPLE, IN THE
CONTEXT OF THEIR FUNDAMENTAL RIGHTS
GUARANTEED UNDER ARTICLE 21 OF THE
CONSTITUTION OF INDIA.

Hon'ble The Chief Justice of India and His Lordships

Companion Justices of the Hon'ble Supreme Court of India.

The Humble Petition of the Petitloner abovenamed,
RESPECTFULLY SHEWETH
That the Petitioner 1is a Soclety duly registered

the Societies Registration Act, 1860, and dis

Contdissoele




TSR

. px

engaged in taking wup various common problems of the
people for securing redressal thereof. The Petitioner
Society has also brought to Court various constitutional
problems. The Petitioner has an established locus standi
in iks capacity as a bonafide ;public interest organisation
for taking wup matters of general public importance, The
Petitioner 4is submitting the present public interest

Petition for consideration of theKHon'ble Court.

2. That the Petitioner strongly £feels that
increasingly during the recent years the tendency
has grown among politicians, at the Centre as well
as in the States, to project through large-scale
advertisements in newspapers various tasks undertaken
by their Ministries and their governmental functioning
in general, obviously for projecting the image of
politicians and political parties. This tendency has
grown to such an extent that almost every few days
there are such large=-scale ( full=page, half-page and
quarter=-page ) advertisements in wvarious dimportant
newspapers. The Petitioner has ascertained that cost
of these big advertisements ranges upto about RS 6 lakhs
to R 8 lakhs for each full-page advertisement ( in
black and white ) in newspapers of wide circulation,
and corresponding cost for half-page and quarter-page

advertisementse.

e Annexureé A to K are photo-copies of the
full-page, three quarter-page, half=-page and quarter-
page advertisements which appeared during one week

of November, 2002, in three English newspapers of Delhi,
namely, Hindustan Times, Times of India and Indian Express. On

the top of each of these Annexures Petitioner has
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furnished details of number of times the advertisement,

along with its sizes, has appeared in this one week.

4, That advertisements, with photographs of the
Ministers of the concerned Ministries generally appear
along with the photograph of the Prime Minister or
Chief Minister or of some important political personality.
All sorts of occasions are utilised for making these
projections through advertisements. These occasions range
from laying the foundation-stone of some project, opening
of the road or bridge, opening a railway line to

some new station etc.

Se That the Petitioner submits that such full-page,
three quarter-page, half-page and quarter-page advertisements
appear gquite fregquently and are projected through various
newspaperse. Taking a very conservative estimate that

there may be about 500 newspapers and magazines published
in the country in respective languages, and that the

cost of advertisement is also about R 2,00 lakhs for
full=page ( black and white printing ), it can be assumed
that aggregate cost of advertisements in newspapers and
magazines, incurred by the Central Government and State
Governments, will not be 1less than about R 2000 crores

a year. Details of the relevant calculations have been
given on page 2 of the Synopsis of this Petition and

are not being repeated for avoidance of burdening the
Petition. This expenditure, in the context of conditions
of inadequacies and poverty in our country is obviously
irksome to people who feel about matters of such nature.
Copy of the Article placed at Annexure "L" which appeared
in the OUTLOOK magazine of Delhi ( dated 18=11=2002 ) dis

an exanple of such expression of feeling.
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6o That the Petitioner does recognise that political
leaders have to resort to such érojections for raising
their image as well as the image of their parties.

The problem that emerges from consideration of this
matter 1s whether the concerned éoliticians can devise
suitable alternatives through which the objective of
projecting theidr dimage may be satisfactorily fulfilled
and yet the expenditure of present high=level may not
have to be incurred. The Petitioner does not consider
it necessary to emphasize that in the conditions of
inadequacy prevailing in the country it would be desirable that
every effort should be made to utilise government funds to the
maximum extent in the interest of meeting the multifarious

essential requirements of the people.

7. That the Petitioner considers that it would be
unavailing for him to communicate these views to any governmental
authority, at the Centre or in the sStates. They are not likely
to be thus persuaded to abstain from placing such costly advertise=-
ments in newspapers. Therefore, the Petitioner has considered
it appropriate to bring this matter before the Hon'ble Court with
the prayer that in the interest of the people the Hon'ble Court
may kindly consider what directions can be given to the Central
Government through the Respondent for examining this problem and
to also communicate it to the State Governments, for determining
the measures that need to be taken to utilise alternative means,
including Doordarshan and TV and appropriate smaller=-sized
government notices, for projecting the important events instead of
doing this through such large=-sized expensive advertisements, so
that Government funds may not get misutilised and frittered away
when these are very much required for meeting the other urgent
requirements of the people and of governmental functioning.

8Be That the above grounds are being submitted without
prejudice to one another and the Petitioner craves leave to add

to or to amend the above.
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9. That the present Petition 4is being submitted
bonafide and in general public interest.

10. That no other Writ Petition or Proceeding has been
initiated by the Petitioner in any High Court or the Supreme

Court of India on the subject matter of the present Petition.

11. That the Petitioner has no alternative equally
efficacious remedy in 1law for the «cause of action

being agitated herein.

PRAYERZ®S

In the above premises, it 1s prayed that

this Hon'ble Court may be pleased :

(i) to issue a writ, direction or
order or in the nature of mandanmus
and/or any other writ, direction or
Order directing the Respondent, Secretary,
Government of India, Ministry of Information
and Broadcasting, after securing the requisite
approval of the Central Government, to communicate
to the Ministries and Departments of the
Central Government and also to the Chief Secretaries
of all State Governments, that it is
inappropriate to issue big=-sized advertisements
of the above mentioned nature in newspapers,
for commemorating any personality or event,
or for purposes of nature of foundation-
laying or initiation of a project, and
that suitable alternative methods should
be adopted for informing the peonle

about the projected events and to extend



invitations to them for securing

their presence at the projected event

such as foundatidn-laying ceremony,

opening of a new road or bridge or

railway 1line or other important

facility for the benefit

of the

people, thereby avoiding the heavy

expenditure which is being presently

incurred by placement of -advertisements

in newspaperse

(ii) to pass such other and further orders

as may be deemed necessary and proper

on the facts and in the

of the case.

circumstances

FOR WHICH ACT OF KINDNESS, THE PETITIONER SHALL,

AS IN DUr'Y BOUND, EVER PRAY.

Petitioner

‘”M?f;Sf\ugg

- /ﬁ,m,,&, _

( Ho D. Shourie )

Director, COMMON CAUSE.

Place ¢ New Delhi.
Dated



IN THE SUPREME COURT OF INDIA

CIVIL EXTRAORDINARY JURISDICTION

CIVIL WRIT PETITION NO. OF 2002

In the matter of :

COMMON CAUSE
( A Registered Society ) eee PETITIONER

Versus

UNION OF INDIA. ee s RESPONDENT

AFFIDAVIT

I, H. D. Shourie son of late Shri S. L. Shourie,
aged 90 years, Director, cCcoOMMON CAUSE, A=31, West
End, New Delhi - 110021, do hereby solemnly affirm

and state as follows :

1, That I am the Director of COMMON CAUSE, the
Petitioner Socliety in the above Writ Petition, that I

am aware of the facts of the case and am competent

to depose thereon.

26 That the Writ Petition aforegoing has been prepared
by me and I say that the contents thereof are true and

correct to the Dbest of my knowledge and belief,

3o That the Aannexures to the Writ Petition aforegoing

are true copies of their respeetive originats.
// L

(////’

;»/—/

e ;(\(\_L,"S(
DEPONENT

Verification :

I, the Deponent, abovenamed do hereby verify
at New Delhi on this day of 2002 that the
contents of the Affidavit aforegoing are true and correct

to the best of my knowledge, that art of it is
false and nothing material/QaS/“E%égﬁfgggzggreg therefrom.
"

— = ; \;—-W”\_ L_J"S
DEPONENT




This 3/4th-page advertisement appeared on 11.11
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Indian Express and Hindustean Times and agajn_13th and

19th Nov., 2002 _(lﬂ colour) in Hfmdustan TlmBS
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With EMP] Business School, New Delhi

13TH — TQTH NOVEMBER

Inauguration of Kalyan Week
Shrimati Sheila Dikshit
' . Hon'ble Chief Minister, Delhi.
- . Presided by .
' Shri Raj Kumar Chauhan
Hon'ble Social Welfare Minister, Delhi.

Followed by a Candle Light Ceremony.

‘ Date : 13 November 2002
iRy s Place »Indla Gate Lawn
; ' Tlme 05.00 P, M

Vet Over ;5 0()(} margumlu,ed r.luld
By Jamed by school children an
this evening and light a

wumen arf (ll Sm')lcd will assem

ch fo Icmdle tlle'

their aspirations. You als

combat the forces, wiicl underhzme the {ltgmty
childhood, womanhood, pld ag eand d‘Sﬂ’?!ll’J"

' my delhi

.o

I Care

ble and be

of all walks of Iy"e at India Gate Lawn
topes and strengthen
¢ and jOlll tlus flame of volition, volition to
of 'ﬁhuman beings, their

YOU SHARE

Be a proud Delhi citizen.
‘ ~dJoinus . :
and

Smt. Sheila Dikshit
Hon'ble Chiefl Minister,
Deihi

make the

Kalyan Weeld

d SUuCCess.

' PROGRAMME
-~ Inaugural function & Lighting the candles
: Cultural evening at Dilli Haat.

. DATE
1:13.11.2002
7 14,11.2002
15.11.2002 -
©15.11.2002
. 16.11,.2002
©47.11.2002: Children'stheatre,
°18.11.2002 * Workshop on begyar laws and anti- beggmg campaign.’
\ 18.11..:002 ~ Photo Exhibition followed by cultural evening

Seminar on prablems of senior citizens andtheir solutions.

Sh. Raj Kumar Chauhan
Hon'ble Soclal Welfare Minister,
Deihi

Painting competition for destitute and mentally challenged chﬂdren

Sports Competltion for dastitute and mentally chaHenged children..

-

Dap asmem of Social W Eﬁ'am

Elovt of NCT of

R AN AR A PRSP P SN

Delhi.

A ST N
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e

.

2002
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MESSAGE

“/th the commissioning of the Eastern-Northern Inter-Regional HVDC (1x500 MW) back-to-hack
transmission System al Pusauli (District Kaimur), Lihar, the nation has taken a vilal slep in the
“itegration of the power transmission network of the country. The HVDC system would allow the
iZaslern Region to export ils surplus power to the Northern Region which will benefit by gelting
12cess o low cosl power. This event marks the completion of the first phase of the National Power

“>nd, the nation-vide oxercise underlaken by POWERGRID to enable exchanges of power with
nproved reliability and quality between all the regions of the country.

! congratulale PQWERGRID for this achievement and wish them success in their future

-ndeavours.
O,WM.W
(A. B. Vajpayeo)

e

RN T E EeeR TR e

@gaaa/mccc/&'a/n o

- BES
POWERGRID's
Eastern-Northern Inter Regional
500 MW HVDC Back to Back Transmission Syst-

at Pusauli (Dist. Kaimuyr), Bihar

at 5.30 pm, Today, the 12" November, 2002

by : - '

Shri Atal Bihari Vajpayee

Hon'ble Prime Minister of India

Shrl Anant G. Geete .
Hon’ble Union Minister of Power
willl preside over the function

MESSAGE

a ma'tar of great pleasure that Power Grid Corporation of India Limited hay achinved yetl anothoer mileslona In the

“aanenl of Paant Soclor Lam glad that thn commissioning of Eastam Hortheon intgr Foeianal FIVODG (1x900 MW) Back

4k tansmission Systom at Pusauli (Orstnct Kanmur), Bihac marks the comp-tan of tha first phiae of Hitional Grid whic his

rnmendabio fed! This projectinvolving highlevel of technology is 8 stopping stone for POWERGRID Lo finally conslruct the

* anal Gnd thereby enabling exchange of relable and qualily power betwean all the five regions of tha country With tha

“mussioning of s HVDC project, both the Northern and the Easlern regions will be benelltad by improved plantload sector
by reducing goneralion tarifl and bellor control of frequency.

--ould also facittalo emergoency assistanca lo sither regions undor sdverse operating conditions and would Improvo (he ovor

“yslemstabity.
wjratulute POWERGRID on this occaslon. A 5 ny
=g -
(Anant G. Geoto)

7. V. Shahi

Smt. Jayawantl Mehta
Hon'bla Union Minister of
Slala for Power

MESSAGE

1 am happy to nolo that POWERGRID, tha Cantial Transrnission Utility undar Minlstry of Power, has commissioned ¢
Eastorm:Nohorn inler Regional HIVDC (1x500 MW) Back to Back Transimission System al Pusauli, Bihar, Thisis anlmporia

slap towirds astablishing of the first phinsa of National Powor Grid. The implementation of this HVDC Projoct will lead *

optimal utilization of rasources botween Enatorn & Northarn Roglons

1 congratulatn POWERGRID on accomplishing this memorable feat. On the occaslon of commissioning of this Project wr

nhoad of schodula, Trealfirm my baliaf that tha POWERGRID would achieve many more benchmarks in fulure and help lo 1
the Nation lowards tho road of prospority. . .

e e N
(Jayawanti Meht

“retary, Minisiry of Power MESSAGE
*r optimal utilization of ganeration capacities and balanced power Now, Inter-connections of
vious tegional gnds is animportant initiative of the Government of India. Today I8 an important

“1y 10 the powoer sector when the Easlem-Northern Inter Regional HVOC (1x500 MW) Back to
1wk Transmission System at Pusaul (District Kaimur), Bihar is being dedicated 1o tha nalion by
‘~aple Prime Ministar. The schema compleles the first phase of Natlonal Power Grld belng

emented by POWERGRID. This HVDC scheme / project will benefit both Easlern and

*iorthern Region and facilitate bl-diractional axchangn of power uplo 500 MW, It will also mako

#rQy exchanges possible wilh olher regions thoreby ensuring quality and reliabllity of power

pply. P-!‘.L

(R V Shahl)
S5 o - . -

POWERGRID YO THE FOREFRONT: PRQJECTHIGHLIGHTS: bk
* One of the world's lorgest trensmission, ,0) - Transmissicn System ) i
utlities, oo s Y . 1. = 1500 rAW HVDC backlo back station]
. Corei C 0% of L . alSosocom " 1
Qrres over 4 M folal - power . il Bihorshariff- Sosorum 400 kY Double
generated inthe Notion. v Cirevi'lina ;
* Diversifying into telecom business i, “Sosorom - Allshobad 400 kV Double ;'
through estoblishment of brood-bond Circuitline g

‘b) Estimaled Projact Cost 2 Re. 672 Crores.
¢) Funding . “t Warld tonk © §
< d) Commission Schedule : Sopt, 2002 )

Opiic-Fibre Telecom Network over its
extonsively spread transmission
wlostruciure, ¢ 287

SALIENT_FEATURES OF THE PROJECT;

+ Tne projactinvolves conslruction of about 760 Ckt. kms 400 KV AC lines and a 500 MW HVDC
tack-10-back slabon at Sasaram.

REFCR am sub-s1alion would ba the 5th substation of POWERGRID in tha stata of Bihar

And w ol G @ boost 1o tha power supply in the arca of Sasaram, Mohania, Karamnasa,
Uetii, Garwah Road elc.

This ink would facililale bi-directional exchange of power of 500 MW between Eastern and

natHVEC meduio at Sasaram
project would beneflit buth Eastern and Northern ragiens

¢ improved piant load (acter, thereby reduced ge .ot
rhernregon would getbenefittud by getling
umand,

N oanold Alea [A5liata amarmanes meslctaan do =ibas oo

15tnin Raginn would got
ton tanff and botter control
ional powar to moottha part

Ut U ynmel

R. P. Singh
Chairman & Managing Diractor, POWERGRID

intor-connacting Northorn Region and Eastern Region In asynchronous mode is gatling inaugurat
loday by Hon'bla Prima Minlstar of India. This project consist of a single block of 500 MW HVDC a

Pradesh (Northern Region) along with exlensions of Bihar Shanfi and Allahabad sub stations

Commissioning of this projact marks complation of first phase of National Power Grid and with this
counlry-wido inter-regional exchanga capacity has risen lo 5000 MW, This project has t~
completod by POWERGRID wilhin the contractual schedula and at a cost of Rs. 598 croces aga
Govt approved cost of Rs. 672 crores. This high lechnology project is going to play a wital ro'e

likely to remain power sutplus for along time.

HVDC tochnology facilitatng inlarconnection of two regions having Incompatible electn
paramnlars. This tnchnology also facditates inlorrogional sxchangn of enargy wiile taking advarnt

of divarsity ol lond ganortion conditiang jn ha two tnglons In conlinst 1o (he conventional sitama’
curennt ianminisslon systoms, pownt flow can be regulated In & precise manner through M\’
Projects,

Rocently, we have also commissioned first pole of prastigious HVDC bi-pola link connecting Tale"
(Ensterm Rogion ) o kobar (Southern Rogion ) 9 months ahead of schadule nnd at a cost ol Re ©
cintes Inss thinn the approved cost This projact 1 nisa facililating export of surplus power (

Eastom Reqgion fo Southein Rogion: Advance commissioning of this projoct has retioved Sou't

Region In bridging soma gap In_theie powor requitemants and has helpod Easlern Regio

optunization of gk guuoration rodgurcns

Vg 5 A A
By tha and of |hi!/|T\mﬂl::,,w ,rly<»vf3|1\«v\ii‘\rmin\g; e sncondpol
Raipur-Rourkeld tlknsing xchanga capacly to 8000
Thasa projects g T . approved schedules Thre
commusserting of our projects ahead of schiedule and al cost lowhr than  tha approved cos!
)&ﬂﬂ\);ly stale uti'ihes tend to denve dual benofits, ane, by wayefreducton in transmission tar™
ho other, by way of enrly avaifability of lectricigto them,

Wo nro commitlnd terdialng n shio;
exchange copgicity to thnle:
L

) Tnlchar-Kolar and 400 kV (

1 comnussioned mueh ahead of GO

g viniant Natlonal Grid, which will hava Inter-reglonal p
23,500 MW by the end of 10 five year plan ( Year 2007) and 3

PMINIGTRY OFR Do

Ihave (he plaasure of Informing all of you that POWERGRID's HVDC back to back projact at Sasar:

assoclalnd BOO circull kms. of 400 kV A/C transmission ling In Bihar (Eastem Reglon ) and Ut

teading 500 MW of powor ta power daficlt Northern Region on continuous basis as Eastern Regio~
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Children’s Day
We affirm our conunilment
towards Universalisation of
Elementary Education
Dr. &'ﬁi‘ﬂ ’\1.mohn.r:i;ud:

Hon'ble* finifleF for Vg

P
K
5
I

T __ A
Shri Atal Bihari Vajpaycee
Hon'ble Prime Minister

Resource Dev elopme

<l
ECATh

Lout- of school chleIen bun” provided
- with COmplet@ educatlon facilities ; i
Prundxy School/EGS Centre within Wn

-AH c uldrenfln sc}l}‘oql EGS Cen‘
b 'b’Bndae .Lcourses byt2003 K "‘;{.“.-““

~~‘:.~« - Cl kﬂb“ré“eler b e ),?’.,_2

L 2097,“ : ?'»’ I* gcus on’ guls espu,mﬂy belongmfr'tp o

?@ﬁ Chﬂ.nfiz,re 1. €1 ‘ SC/SF c&fﬁnﬁmtv and minority Uro\\paf‘\
ﬁ; ﬁmm SChOOl by 2007 r 13 % Nearly Rs.'3900 crores approved for

‘?ff?u . “4  the States during 2002-03 so far, to

Yedr 2010 ;v . achieve the goal of Universalisation of

* All children complete 8 years 3“,;:;"» Elementary Education ;

7 of schooling by 2010; e :

% 21,219 new school buildings, 23, 490

additional classrooms approved.

Universal retention by 2010.

2 28 States » 7 Union Territories 600 Districts + 5,161 Towns
% 0.4 lakh Villages = Crores of Children ...

... one solution

/

Department of Elementary Education and Literacy
Ministry of Human Resource Development Government of India —— -
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“ Qur children are the Thef

future of our nation. We are
committed to nurture them
through their childhood and
their most impressionable
and formative years, so that
they can realize their full ,
potential and contribute richly Honble F
to the development of their

motherland ". commemo

/

Shri Atal Bihari Vajpayee
Hon'bie Prime Minister

t
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[ndia lives in her villages.

SARAS represents the rich tr
artistic skills & talents of rural
herited through

+s a wide variety of

adition of

craftsmen, in
generations & offe
fis and artifacts beyond

compare..- A unique platformfocusing

nge ofhandicraft productsfor

handicra

onara
rural development and social
ypliftment. -

Come take Your pick from the widest

possible range of products

India under one

Hall-7, Pragati Maidan,

lopment

Singh Shekhawat
_President of India

from rural
roof at SARAS Pavilion, _
New Delhi. ’

Shri Bhairen Singh Shekhawat
Hon'ble V&ce-?resident of India -
Chief Guest

Shri Shanta Kumar
Hon'ble Minister for Rural Development

Guests of honour

b M.K. Patil

Shri Subhash Maharia Shri Annasabe
Minister of State for Rural Development Minister of State for Rural Development
PROGRAMME !

Inauguration E 11:00 am.% B

Date - . - 14th November, 2002

Venue : Hail -7, Pragati Maidan,

. New Delhi -
b

A /R
preeg=t] 4 o

Ministry of Rural Developmen& Council for Advancement of People’s Action

(Govt. of India) and Rural Technology (CAPART)
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This 1/4th-page advertisepent appeared on 19.11.2002
in the Hindustan Times

Ly Cenile pg R

adaréhrnt Penoh”'Natronal

ungte that rneptred renowned wrtter Rudyard Krpltng tope
he"Jungte Book The wrtdttte sanctuary adromtng the Nattonat Park would be
proprtatety renamed as “Pench Moglr Sanctuary"
ch eservoir spread over 65 square km gtves rare pleasurg ot_boatmg
he Pench river, opportunrty for rafting, The National Park with the
ighest erbtvore densrty, IS counted among the best ttger reserves
ng Fuhctron on November 19, the Btrthday of Indira Gandhi

ri Vrtas Ftao Deshmukh Chtet Mrntster ot Maharashtra
hri Dtgvuay Singh Chief Minister of Madhya Pradesh

B
O

Shri Harvansh Stngh Mtntsterfor Forest Madhya Prades
t, rmrta Singh, Minister torTrtbat Wettare‘ Madhya Prades
Shri Swaroop Smgh Nark Mtnrsterfor Forest Maharashtra
Shri Doman Stngh Nagpure, Mrntster Backward Classes Welfare, M.p
Venue Ghatkohka Seonr ‘

THE“TIGER STATE
MADHYA PRADESH

 sltuated ‘on 'Jabatpur - Nagpur National Highway,

195 km from Jabalpur and 92 km Trom Nagpy




This 1/4th-page

ddvertisement appeared on 19.11.2002
1n Hindustan Times &nd 1ndian Express
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This 1/4th-peye aduertisement dppeared on 19,11,2002 ; /
in HINDUSTAN TIMES &nd TIFES OF INDI A I
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This 3/4th-page sdvertisement appeared on 19,11,2007 ‘ /7 R

in the Hindustean Times and Times of Indie
. \ )
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917-1954)

the able guidance of

Capt.

Hon'ble Chief Minister, Punjab

Punjab Marches Ahead ....

"Democracy Does Not Mean Iilections
eeeee We Have To Keep The Country Aliv

Indira Gandh

at Guwahati AICC Session, December 197

Under the dynamic leadership of
Smt. Sonia Gandhi

;
&

Amarinder Singh

OUR ACHIEVEMENTS

Relief to the farmers @ Rs. 30/- per quintal for their paddy procumed o

during Kharil=2001, Rs. 10 per quintal as a firstinstalment of bonus of 1Ky,
307- per quintalas promised in the Congress manifesto.
As an alternate to the Paddy-Wheat rotation an area of 28,000 acres is
being broughtunder Contract Farming for Rabi-2002.

Bhatinda -Delhi Shatabdi launched to encourage trade and commerce in- @

the State.

Conceptof Community Policing launched at Ludhiana to ensure lnw and — ©

arderetlicacionslv. Six more districts to he covered soon

Arduous tasks/action policies taken up to rool out corruption from the @
state which has reached unimaginable levels during the Jast 5 years. o
Summary sacking of corrupt administrators including Punjabi University

VC, Chairman PPSC and other officials,

ilectively strong action being taken against previous Government's
misdeceds. o
Transparency results in Rs. 100 crore additional excise revenue in liguor
vendauctions.

Strong legal framework forex-servicemen's property protection, °

Speciad attention to smalland medium Industrics and other business.,

Rs. 64.09 crores Sarv Sikya Abhiyan (Universal Education Scheme) o o

attain 100%% literacy.

Strenpthened the Panchayati Raj Tnstitations throughmore powers,
Record procurement ol paddy by once million tonnes over the last year's
procurement through 1661 new mandis / purchase centres, despite

drought conditions, delayed announcement of MSP by the Centre and o @

shorter procurciment scason,

Markfed - Facilitating Punja

ALZs Torpotato atprojecteostol Rs. 10.4 L erore in Istphase and Rs. 102 crore in 2nd phase,

ALZ forbasmatirice at project costof Rs. 4232 crore,

Stock points atvarious porttowns in [ndia to facilitate smooth exports.

Wheatworth Rs.775 crore already exported out of Rs. 1000 crore orders in hand,

Exporthouse status due to sterling export performance,
Riceexports worth Rs.83 crore contracted.
New markets abroad for Punjab farmers.

® Over 99.2%
crore.

b's Voyage to Cooperati

worth Rs. 1400 crore procured.
milling of paddy crop 2001-02,

e Special designated mandis for divect paddy procurementin 2002,
1.5% extra income for paddy farmers at Markfed Designated Mandis in 2002,

Fhe record paddy procurement beeame possible essentially due
Govt's decision (o provide sominimuam 10 hours power supply 1e
seetor despite acute droughtrelated power shortages. For the firs
inorderto save the farmers crop the Gove. made downright pureh
additional powerworth Rs, 6300 crore from other states.
Dircetorate of Disinvestment has been set up to ensure transpa
cquity and fairness while carrying out govt. disinvestment,
World-class infrastructure to raise standards of living in the State-
supply, roads & bridees, civie amenities, health & education tacilin,

CIVIC AMEIITES 10 CCNTPETEent ot te POPUIITIOITWILIIN UIT HEXL 4 YU
-safedrinking water and advanced sewerage facilitics to all.
Introduction of Tatest technology for sewerage treatment plants
solid waste manapement in the Urban areas of the State. MOU sige
for setting up first sewerape treatment plant in Ludhiana which
produce electricity fromwaste.

To meet the prowing demand of power in the State, high I
cmpowered  committee has been set up for construction of 1
projects like GHTP Lehra Mohabat, Shahpurkandi Project, ete.
Un-interrupted 24 hours power supply tor the rural arcas of Pun
planned.

Special stringent measures to cheek the menace ol female foeticide.
Fificient system without havassment-computerised issuanee
diiving licenees, Repistration & Route penmits, etes and powe
prantrepistiation ol motor vehicles to piivate dealers proposed.
the spotsummary disposal of traffic challans.

S4 secondary care hospitals atdistrict, sub divisional and block e
have been physically upgraded through the support of World Bank

ve Prosperity
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Article which appeared in Rt 0 5 g\z_.
OUTLOOK magazlne of New Delrl /VA/
on—1Bth  November, 2007, Ex VR
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[ IMPRESSIONS

gl 3

UBLIC

"% RE you aware that you just gave away half a
++ crore of your rupees to Shri Anant G. Geete,
minister for power? You also gave it away to Dr -
-Murli Manohar Joshi, minister for human res-
-ources development; Uma Bharati, minister for
. «42, coal and mines; Sukhdev Singh Dhindsa, min-
s 1ster for chemicals and fertilisers; M. Kannappan, minister of, s

- " state for non-conventional energy sources; and T.R. Baalu,

"+ minister for environment and forests. The people of Hary- .
ana, Maharashtra, Chhattisgarh and Punjab gave it to their
- chief ministers. On Indira Gandhi’s death anniversary, you *
. gave it to the Delhi government. You must be angry. Why

. wouldn't you be? Because you know you did not give it -
L+~ away. So was it stolen? Well, you can say, as good as. If some -
~..greedy person takes half a crore rupees to enhance his per--

“sonal image without so much as asking you, you have every
right to be livid. Just look at the newspapers, [ am not ask- .
ing you to read them. People have possibly not reacted "
because they turn a natural blind eye to it. The stuff is not
normally read except by those who put it in and beguile

» themselves into thinking that the whole world is not only
reading it but believing every word printed. I am talking

LA about this trcnd of govemmcnt ministries using taxpayers

“', “money for f{ull-page colour ads in

.‘:' Lty Tﬁafﬁ—g'rﬁlonal dailies for odes to
-If all that these ¢ ‘themselves, that extol thelrm

ads Cl dllll - g istriss herachievements and ge gener-

T ortty themselves along with
1€, HOW COME /. Eoloi s o e A, it

we as citizens ™ ‘*'i money. Hey, it's our money! (I

1 ‘ £ Seep “am shouting])

1ave no SQGH ? eople who live in Delhl it is
| 24 :

any change!

‘,doubly galling to read, “THREE YEARS : ]
And can't the i

. '.’ OF SUSTAINED PERFORMANCE POWER SEC-.
"'i TR TURN AROUND HAS BEGUN.” Sure "
‘money be put . fooled me. Even worse, it’s in bold’
to better use? ’ capitals. With the ubiquitous power
b e oon e i euts, the “three years of sustained
‘ ' performance” missed our boat. The
bcst is yet to come. There are diagrams that detail that the
- national grid cumulative inter-regional transfer capacity has
“increased from 3,400 MW in 1997-1999 to 4,950 MW. And
© it will increase to 10,000 MW by 2005. Get it? Doesn’t mat-

[0 s 3

ter. You are not supposed to. There are minute diagrams of -

* capacity addition, power sector reforms in states, generation
. performance, financial performance of power sector crsus. If
-+ "'you are not asleep already, there are tall claims that “all vil-
lages will be electrified by 2007 and all households by
' 2012.” And, to rub salt into the wound “nearly 2,100 road-
- shows conducted throughout the country in 2001 itself to
~sensitise opinion makers, media persons, students and gen-
i eral public on the need for power reforms and strategy for
~ 1 power sector development.” I weep just thinking of how
much of our money went into these roadshows. It would be
I more beneficial if the public put up roadshows for the min-
~ i isters to sensitise them to our problems.
' The unkindest cut of all is Narendra Modi’s two- -page ad
+ in a national newsmagazine, which came along with a
~+ 1 highly professional CD, with specially created music. He

i

. ?‘Express about the problems he faces

. read, it has credibility. If all what

ROADSHOWS -

~even says in it that “the Samras Vlhdbe scheme has made ;

Gujarat villages dispute-free and v‘&brant” With Gujgrat .7

now an international term for communal violence and

seriously affecting investment and\commerce, the people .

of Gujarat have pald not only in their suffering but also

paid for the man’s self-aggrandisement. i f
I would tell these self-advertising ministers to take a page O

out of Arun Shourie’s book. Belea- ;

,guered as he is, Shourie took the time

ito write and give real information in

Ya series of articles.in The Indian

SANDEEP ADHWARYU -

¢in his ministry and what needs to be
done. That kind of stuff is not only

these ads claim is true, how come we
as citizens have not seen the change?
And, couldn’t this money be put to

. better use? For example, wouldn't it
be better to put the money into

" improving the horrendous working/living conditions of

i coal miners rather than paying half a crore to announce “3 ..

y/(EARS OF GROUNDBREAKING PERFORMANCE BY COALS AND MINE MIN-

«aistry”, Or fixing the tollets in a few schools instead of tak-

y ing out a full-page colour ad announcing again, “GLORIOUS

1"3 YEARS OF ACHIEVEMENTS” in the HRD ministry. ,

1

ND how much is ‘being tal h cen_out of your pocket?
THe rates below are applicable for colour, weekdays
arid for Delhi o only Hindustan Times: Full Page: Rs

. 15,40,000.TTalf Tage: s 77-_0(—-1“/;_4{_1;&& of India: Tull

T’a;,e T 13,72,000. Half Page: Rs 6,60,000. The Indian
F\YJT“WT”H‘P‘"R@ s 3,20,000. T .\lrvam Rs 2, mooo

¢ they spend is not their personal income to do with as they -
please? le are they not accountable for such wasteful

i exl_cndmue”_ror every quéstion one-asks, you get only two

answers: 1. It’s all very well for you to tall\ and criticise.
You live in air-conditioned homes and drink whisky (I

don’t drink whisky). We know the masses. (Do you really?
But, didn’t you do your best to get out, to get into a minis- -
terial air-conditioned home, car plus all benefits, paid for
by us? Okay, well forget the whisky.)

2. There is no money. We are short of funds and reso-
urces. (How come there is always money for vip security,

{ felicitating ministers and boring political functions?
" Sometimes all three at the same time!)

Politicians like these with funds and unaccountable
power just bring home what PJ. O'Rourke said: “Giving
money and power to government is like giving whisky and
car keys to teenage boys.” We have to look at where our
money is going like any investment and right now it does-
n't look good. What do you do in any bad investment?
Pull out. The way this government is going in terms of get-
ting votes, it may be a ;o (idea to not consider the
money they take {rom you as taxes. Consider it a quick
deal stock option that will change as soon as the co's
replaced and the company changes hands. m

(The writer can be contacted at madhuoutlook@yahoo.com)

OUTLOOKR®m November 18, 2002




